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“How many of you think you would like to be a farmer some day?”

That’s a question put to elementary students during a classroom visit before they venture forth on 
a farm field trip. Raised hands are counted and then, given the chance after the trip to ask the 
question again, we discover if we’ve inspired any potential new farmers.

The hope is we’ve stirred an interest in the kind of person who wants to build an independent 
business, and who takes pride in nourishing the community while caring for the land and water. 
That’s a farmer.

The average age of American farmers has risen to 58, according to the 2014 census. We need to 
grow more young farmers, which is part of the reason Walla Walla Valley Farm to School 
program coordinates farm field trips for area elementary school students.

In our current food system, the average bite of food has traveled more than 1,000 miles. We want 
kids to be aware of local agriculture and help them understand what it means to “eat seasonally.”

All while considering the larger food system and the impact each person might have on it.

“Why would you want to eat seasonally?” children were asked during the pre-field trip 
discussion. Some think food must taste better and be more nutritious if it hasn’t traveled so far. 
Others figured less transportation means less pollution.



I asked one group, “If you purchased a bundle of carrots from a local farmer during the carrot 
season, would that make a difference to the farmer?”

Maybe a little, they thought.

But when asked whether it would make a difference if every student in the school purchased one 
bundle of carrots every week from a local farmer, they got it, even wondering if the farmer might 
run out of carrots.

That might be a good problem for a farmer to have.

Thanks to Whitman Fellows and Internship programs, plus a generous donation from George T. 
Welch Testamentary Trust, in addition to providing four field trips for Rogers Adventist and 
Davis Elementary school students to Welcome Table Farm, our program was able to create two 
more field trips to new farms to highlight some of the area’s more notable crops: wheat and 
asparagus.

St. Basil Academy students traveled to Jimenez Family Farm to hear Filipe Jimenez’s story 
about becoming a farmer. The kids experienced picking, washing and packaging asparagus for 
market, while asking plenty of questions.

Second-graders from Green Park Elementary School went to Small’s Family Farm, where they 
talked to Seth Small about his wheat- and pea-farming business and explored threshing, 
winnowing and milling grain. Back at school, the whole grade created individual pizzas using 
Small’s wheat flour dough in the Smalls’ mobile pizza oven.

We want children to grow up making food choices that are good for themselves, for the 
environment and for the economy. Walla Walla Valley Farm to School is a small nonprofit 
providing coordinated programming and support for area school gardens. School gardens are 
easy to build, but need support in order to unlock their full potential. Our nonprofit strives to 
develop those supportive networks and provide trained garden educators and strong curriculum 
to help ensure gardens thrive as an inspiring and effective outdoor classroom.

We are currently searching for AmeriCorps service members who will be part of a statewide 
Food Education Corps Team. Interested people can email beth.wwvf2s@gmail.com.
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